
 

 

 Whether you are a professional photographer or a serious amateur, this 10 day photographic 
safari to Ecuador will assure you of an incredible opportunity to photograph flora, fauna, peo-
ple and incredibly beautiful landscapes!  Limited to 8 photographers, this trip will be led by 
Jim LaSala, www.jimlasala.com, who teaches, specializes, and has won awards with his images 
in destination photography, street photography and fine art photography. He is excited to 
share his knowledge of photography with daily roundtable discussions, and will offer one-on-
one assistance when needed, both privately, and in the field. Every evening we will gather so 
that Jim can go over the experiences of the day and discuss the plans for the next. Here, Jim 
will make sure that everyone is comfortable with their camera, with what they are learning, 
and how they are photographing. We have created an amazing itinerary that includes the 
beautiful city of Quito, the rolling countryside of Otavalo, and the steamy jungles of the Ama-
zon. A post trip excursion to the Galapagos can be arranged as well.  

This trip, like all of our trips , has been planned for the adventurous traveler! As well as having 
amazing photographic experiences, we incorporate into our trips the opportunity to interact, 
learn, and experience the "real" local culture, teaching you the ways, customs and spirituality 
of the amazing people of Ecuador.  

With that commitment in mind, Hakhu Travel has handpicked our guides, all of whom speak 
perfect English, and are the crème de la crème in their respected fields. They share their cul-
ture and knowledge with insight and passion comparable to none.  

Much thought and detail was put into the planning of this itinerary. We are confident that 
these particular destinations will move you and inspire you to hone your photographic skills, 
and push you to see nature and people in new ways.  

This is a living itinerary, one that may give way to obstacles such as weather, river levels, or 
changes in schedules. But we promise you, if this does happen, the trip will only be better!  
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Day 1: Arrival Day   D 

Today we will meet at Jhomana Guesthouse 
to start our incredible journey in Ecuador. 
Transportation will be provided from the air-
port at a time when the majority of guests will 
be arriving. If time permits, we will have a 
meet and greet dinner followed by an expla-
nation of our itinerary, and our first instruc-
tional session with Jim.  

Day 2: Day in Quito B,L,D 

We will visit downtown Quito and relish in 
this urban jewel with its treasures of art and 
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quarters, the largest and best preserved of 
South America, which is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. We will stroll along the Inde-
pendence Plaza, flanked by the Cathedral, 
the Presidential Palace, the Municipal Build-
ing and the Archbishop's Palace. We will 
also visit the church La Compañía de Jesús 
and its awesome gilded interior. We will have 
plenty of opportunities to stop and photo-
graph along the way.  

We will continue on to Plaza San Francisco 
and the Monastery of San Francisco, one the 
of great religious buildings of the New World. 
Its impressive façade and atrium that lead to 
the Baroque interior was influenced by the 
Moorish style, with the winged Virgin of Quito 
at its main altar. The San Francisco church is 
the second oldest church in Ecuador. After 
dinner we will have an in-depth discussion 
with Jim about photography, expectations for 
the trip, and a Q&A for problems or thoughts 
that have come up during our first full day 
together!  

Day 3: Otavalo & Indian Market  B,L,D 
Today we  travel North to Otavalo, to an 
incredible Indian market & raptor rescue 
center.  On the way there we will make a 
stop in the town of Cayambe where we will 
have some local biscuits and homemade 
cheese. Otavalo is situated in the Andean 
Highlands, and is surrounded by volcanoes, 
waterfalls and indigenous people wearing 
traditional clothes. What a photographers 

dream!  

YOUR ITINERARY Day 4: Animal Market and Peguche B,L,D 
Today is a early departure! We are going to 
visit the Otavalo local animal market. Here we 
will see the locals barter their animals. This 
market is timeless and has been around for 
many years. After the Animal Market we will 
go and visit Peguche Falls and Hector 
Morales. Hector will talk to us about his pon-
cho business, and demonstrate the art of 
Poncho making, After, we will visit the sacred 
waterfall Peguche. Here, we will be wel-
comed my locals wearing traditional clothes. 
We will also be shown several strategic sites 
to photograph the beautiful falls. Then on to 
the Cañamar family, our hosts for lunch. This 
family belongs to the Camuendo community 
and our guide Patrick and his wife have 
strong connections with the family. We will 
see how a traditional family lives, observe 

how they cook, and also help to harvest some 
of the produce we will be eating. After lunch 
we leave for Quito. In the van back to Quito, 
we will have the opportunity to discuss with 

Jim about the days images and experiences.  

Day 5-8�³ Amazon & Rain Forest  B,L 

Today we leave for the Amazon. After a short 
plane ride, and longer canoe ride on the 
Amazon, we will meet with our guide Neicer . 
Neicer is a photographer as well, who spe-
cializes in taking pictures with his iphone 
through a scope!  He is an incredibly knowl-

edgeable guide who is intimately familiar with 
all of the local flora , fauna and birds, and 
possible one of the best guides in the Ama-
zon! Accompanied by Neicer, we will take 
hikes through the jungle learning more about 
plants, medicinal plants, and plants that help 
us to survive in the jungle. We are also likely 

Sarah, an award winning professional photographer 
and tour operator, is passionate about traveling. 
Through her many visits to Ecuador, each 
accompanied by Patrick of Haku Travel, she has 
discovered the most amazing people and places. 
Recently, she journeyed around Ecuador traveling 
to the countryside, where she ventured into volcanic 
craters, swam with the sea turtles in the Galapagos, 
and bartered with the Indians in the Otavalo market. 
Each place she stopped was more enriching than 
the last!  Sarah will be there to help coordinate all 
aspects of the trip, assist Jim  and to ensure your 
trip to Ecuador will not be soon forgotten.  
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